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Yoviat Zrre horder certrol agneies and agencles of the “oviet Occu atirn
futtority chargad with control of Ab» sogthern terder of dauringia differcntiate
thelir trea.net of precessing anc interrorating = borcer croscors

deerding uren vhether the latter wre troveling illegally or are loral intere
2enel travelars acd labor nassvort © olders,

‘hen cros-ine the tvorder at the anthorized border cressing statiens;rersons
treveling on lepal inteovzonrl passrorts are processed by Vol sy lizei

of "icials w ¢ are stationed at the Soviet Zore Torder control ctztiens and
handle trevelsrs under sw ervision of Soviet zilitary persc nel, They check
passyorts, identity cards a.d, if recessary, resicence rermitsy they
invaria~ly work in teams of three s 0ne checyiop the identificati.n rapers
an¢ one the borrage while the Lhird examines the identificaticn parers in
detajl to detect forcosries, They he-e the wanted—zorscns rerister of the
Sovind Zone of Germany availsile for ready reforence. Pagsyort '-olders whose
identification ;:rers and ba rare are found to Te in order, arc usually
permilted to rroceed withoud »ndue dénlay,

Volkspolized menters engaged in = cb checks at the Torder chieck roirts

were not cheepved-to-wesr specisl insicnis of an- kind on their uniforns,
The orly “ock obse-ved to have been urwi was the wantedwrarsons rericter of
the Yovist Zone of Germany which b this tire has bece:e vary corrrehoneive,
in as ruch as it alsgo included rrres of cersons vanted on pelitical charess,

The “oviot coldiers ctaliennd at the *order choch Yrve rarely beon observed
to concern therselves with the clesrive of travelare. Only very rar-ly do
Voliesrolizol mom' ers intarrrogete inlrrzoral trovelors. They rive tve
ireression that the questions .hich they do ask, are as ad cnly to sati sfy
their ovn crriosity rather than feor tn rervore of fulfilling an offie’al
fancticr,

I terropaticns are handled by S5D ;ersomnel assisred to the individual border

check soints. These S:D rertarce usually rank as Cepuby com Ay c oreandore,

and never do they hold-a rakd lower ithan that of roll=eireicter. ite. sre authorized
to give erders ewin to higher ranking Volkspelizei mer!erg-siuch as eoLLany
corranders. Thelr principal husiness is interrogation and political

rurveillance of travelers,
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arine pe-iods of heavy treffic they t'requently detuin lonr=tiistanc: Lrev-lers
for detnilfed subeoquont interrecations; an even nors J“;'equr*l }r‘.cmw is to
schedule interrogations of individual travelers for periods ol 13t traffic.

Aeastic: s mont frequently asted during interrosations include the folloving:

a. «ro U3 troovs stadionad &t vour plece of residence? In whal barpacks?
Im whel ctrencth?

s ith what iypes of tanks ave they eguipped and in vwhat nuchers?

¢, ‘hael are the nurerical treop ur b desisnatiems?

d. Hid any new US troors arrive latoly?

e, ihrre zre Woste n forces heins <oncontrsted in the testc-n “nn-g of Lerrany?

fo het is tha atbitude of the wopnletion teveard tre vorilita.izatlon of
Larte &ar‘"'any?

o n?**i; ir tre mood of the repulation?
he 'Tow many unernloyed live v rour ploce of roesidence?

i. “hat is t7 2 mond of the une

Loyed?

Irevelers Crov indwstrial asreas of | estern Germany sre interroratod concerning the
procuction of individual i'actorios; of -erbicelar Ioterest o nachine a:d rotor
velicle factories, fne clesing queostien frecueptly is: "Do you xnow any - arsons

vho are unsymcatietic tosucd the Yovi + Zon Cerman #ewocretic stepublic (LDR)

or vho are working agal st it

Lerranesreak: ne Soviet militery cersonnel wearing civilian clothes or “oviet
officare in uniforr accom-anied by inte ~‘,~reters arperr ab drregular intervals
at e check peints in the Soviet Zone ¢ Cer rany o "‘hey' are believed ‘o
nerhers of the YGB, In a nusbers of inclonets L was obseoved that interzonal
traveloers, rarticoalarly those froz deer in the . L.Lmvn Zones were deta ned by
tre 88D nntil such Vire as e Sovim” re;pesentatives arrived. those detsined
pore not inser:orated by the 88D v 2 the weriod of detestion. ihe questions
askod by ¢ Loviet rﬂ;r‘s‘eser.twwm vore sisilir te thore ashed by the 00D
except that nor-ally oy Jevanded rere dotatls,

At ot Cleck oinls at Sonseba-g (0 51/J L0) and rrobstzella (7 51/J 52) it
vas orearved that Lhe YSoviet - »r‘ ‘nel invaris ly care Uror Saalfele (7 51/
53) or weimar, Soviet irterrorators vhoe:ved at the oieel foinl of Cntenigerst
ar aremtly ci-e from flases (0 B1/K 12). TOR dnterrocstors core ncl obresved
to refn: Lo a beok or et of any “ird,

Of an ~reenlially Giffar-ot ool va zre U o arcores avleyed by Loviot Sene border
control arencies with rorpeet Lo iilerel Yerd-r cros snrs, inc 1!.(%3:_'_ rersons vho,
for nora rveasen or obhar, cresead e golnal bordar 111~ (1ly, even thourh thoy
vare holiers of intecrzohad naasccoris. Iroedintely Star being aprrabondnd on Lhe

Torder by Volkspolizei rorsorrel or Goviel meteels thay are token to the
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appropriate Volksprlizei Lorder snctor headquirters vhere they are

norrally incarcerated for 2, hours. On the following day they are taken individually
to the SUD official at tre horder seetor headlquarters and interropatod. The
interroraticn apparently is intended to Se; re; aie rarsless hordor -crossers

with a reasonatle degree of promtness. lieleased without further gquostioning

are perscrs vho live near the border or who had merely visited zergons

residing near the wrd=r in the -estern Zones,

Persons traveling from preater distaic:s or vio have visited points of
particular ‘nterest in Western Germany are c¢etained and sutjected individually
to the second interroration. It is k- nun that in some cases jersors vere
interporated fror five to ten tiros daily over a period of eight days.
Questions asked are similar to those asked by the S5D at the check points,
Police organizations in “estern Gerrany names of officers or superiors and
installations also have ‘eon reints of interest in these interrogations.

Members of tie So4et IS also perticipate in these interrogations, by
interrorating border crossers at tie bLorder segtor heacdquartors, having

them taken to their ofiices or crnd wiing interrocatiems in the vrisons thenselves,
It was obeerved that at times lists of names are placed tefore the persons
interrogreted and the latter are questioned as to whether they recornized
individual names of persons fror various rlaces. On the other hand no boelk

or diarv of any kind was used in these interrorations.

Lalor passport holflers.from the Soviot Zone of Germany have Trequently been
detai-ed by the 85D at the chaeck roint because of trifling offonses detectod
in bagrage inspecticrns such as carrying provisions. Such persons vere taken

to the border sector beadauarters by the Volusprlizei. At the borier sector
headguartors they vere inte-ropated concerning conditions in the border area,
US troop units and sirilor matters. In a nurber of cases lai-or passport holders
were also taken to the MGB for interropation. The quastions ask~d there wore
similar to those asked by the $SD rersornel.
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